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Back in 2007 I started World Landscape 
Architecture as a news clipping blog for Landscape 
Architects as there was only institutional websites 
who were posting the odd news article. Over the 
years, World Landscape Architecture has evolved 
into a landscape architecture website that is read 
across the world by tens of thousands of people. 

World Landscape Architecture was also started to 
give  a voice to landscape architects as the rising 
tide of architecture blogs and websites was growing 
in the late 2000’s.  

I have always maintained that landscape architects 
and design firms are the best to be curating and 
narrating their projects through illustrative and the 
written form. I encourage all landscape architects 
to continue to write about your projects and 
submit them to not only to WLA but also to local, 
national and international media. Recognition of 
the profession has grown considerably over the 
last decade and this has been due in part to more 
landscape architects contributing to websites online 
and more recently having conservations on blogs 
and social media.

This November, World Landscape Architecture 
celebrates 8 years of publishing landscape 
architecture including projects, news, competitions, 
book reviews awards, educational articles and 
profiles. I would like to take the time to thank you 
the readers, subscribers, supporters and partners 
for supporting World Landscape Architecture 
financially but also for those who have sent me 
emails and letters of encouragement.  

I am thankful and humbled that World Landscape 
Architecture audience has grown into a large 
readership that spans across the world and after 8 
years, I continue to meet and be touched by inspiring 
people within the profession and those destined to 
enter the profession in the coming years.

I hope you enjoy reading the 22nd edition of WLA 
Magazine and look forward to see your project in 
future submissions. 

DAMIAN HOLMES 
Editor - WLA Magazine

Thank you 

Editorial
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Lanserhof is an award-winning, modern health 
resort focused on the healing and enduring health 
of its guests. Located high above Lake Tegernsee 
in Germany on a 21,000 square-meter site, it 
is considered one of the most innovative health 
centers in Europe. The primary objective of the 
landscape was to create intimate, programmatic 
outdoor rooms while keeping the overall character 
of the site cohesive and harmonious. A modest 
plant selection keeps the entire site calm while 
enhancing the views toward the Bavarian Alps and 
blocking unwanted views into intimate spaces. An 
inner courtyard blurs the lines between interior 
and exterior, becoming a focal point of the overall 
project. Exercise paths meander through the exterior 
landscape of grassy mounds and mature oak trees. 
With fine weather and the Alps appearing close 
enough to touch, the extensive site of Lanserhof 
invites guests to relax, explore and enjoy the view. 

Considered one of the most award-winning, 
innovative health resorts in Europe, Lanserhof’s 
primary focus is on the healing and enduring health 
of its guests. Harmony and tranquility form the basis 
of the client’s philosophy for their patients, and the 
landscape was designed to not only integrate the 
architecture within its site but to meet the needs and 
adhere to the philosophy of Lanserhof. Having a 
strong understanding of the healing power of nature, 
Lanserhof emphasized the importance and priority 
of the landscape. With a calming planting palette 
dominated by evergreens and thick, wavy grasses, 
guests experience a sense of serenity.  Even though 
the site was organized programmatically for the 
necessary amenities, careful design strategies 
allowed the overall concept to flow seamlessly, 
creating the perception of one cohesive project.

Considered the heart of the project, the 1,600 

square meter inner courtyard is minimalistic, zen-
like and evergreen. Featuring six picturesque Scots 
pine trees and dark waves of yew shrubs, it reflects 
the native landscape of the Bavarian alpine foothills. 
This is where the interior meets the landscape, and 
it is the most visually-dominating element upon 
entering the building. Floor-to-ceiling windows 
extend the living spaces into the courtyard while 
bringing nature indoors. In addition to creating a 
relaxing atmosphere to stroll through and view 
from indoors, privacy was a key component of the 
courtyard in order to block the views into the health 
treatment rooms.  The balance between enhancing 
and obstructing views played an important role 
in the positioning and choice of planting and site 
elements in the overall project.

The concept of the surrounding site of the health 
center was for the building to be enveloped by 
its surroundings - for the landscape to engulf the 
architecture. Topography was transformed to frame 
the views toward the Alps while blocking unwanted 
views for privacy without the need for fences or 
other barriers. Due to permit restrictions, only a 
certain percentage of the building was allowed 
to be seen from a distance, so the earthwork 
functions to conceal the architecture. Undulating, 
dune-like grass mounds hug the architecture and 
invite guests to stroll through the landscape by a 
series of paths. Waving grasses connect the main 
resort building with the spa which features an 
outdoor salt water pool surrounded by a spacious 
wood deck. Majestic oak trees encircle the spa 
and create a tranquil, intimate environment within 
the larger, luscious grass/meadow landscape.  In 
conjunction with the architects, a special membrane 
was developed on the first floor roof to allow lush 
ivy and Virginia creeper to grow up the façade in 
order to screen the hard materiality of the exterior 

HEALTH CENTRE LANSERHOF
ENEA LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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architecture.

Located on the east/southeast side of the building, 
mature cherry and apple trees create the transition 
between the waiting area and breakfast terrace, 
adjacent to the resort’s kitchen. In addition to 
providing color in the spring and fall, they contribute 
fruits to serve the kitchen in conjunction with a 
spice and herb garden.

Delicate waves and solitaires of blooming white 
hydrangeas, ferns and hornbeams greet guests 
as they enter the elegant and prominent entrance 
area. A yoga area to the north side of the site was 
designed atop a hill. This yoga hill is framed by oak 
trees for complete solidity within nature with the 
best view towards the Bavarian mountains.
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