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Many people work in their garden for recreation. ENZO ENEA, who originally studied industrial design,  
felt inspired to putting his entire life at the service of nature while gardening with his grandfather
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and seen ancient Olympia. I think it was the 
best idea humans ever had – 2,000 years  
ago. That you invite nations to compete against 
one another, for a medal. My primeval forest  
is framed by an oval of yew trees. The  
yew was a tree revered by the Celts. When a 
chieftain died, a yew tree was planted. The 
chieftain’s corpse was wrapped in yew boughs 
and burnt. The Romans did the same. The 
ritual in each of the hostile tribes involved 
seeing the yew as a plant of transition, as a 
ferry to the next life. Interestingly, the yew  
is used today in 
chemotherapy. The 
poison from the 
arillus – the yew 
seed’s red, outer 
casing – can have 
life-sustaining effects 
on us. I’d hope the 
Tree Museum would 
sensitise people to 
such connections. 
Many of the trees 
you can visit there 
were to be thrown 
away: wild apple, 
wild pear, wild cherry, 
I collected centuries-
old bushes. Because what could give us 
vitamins and oxygen is just thrown away  
today, unfortunately. That’s why I needed  
a museum for all of these trees that seem  
to be in the way of human projects.

J B :  You’re also continuing your father’s work 
through your work as a landscape architect.

E E :  The partitioning on the premises with 
sandstone walls refers to the work of  
my father, who carved stone pots from 
blocks of shell limestone. The walls today 

are made from the remains of his production. 
And near them are trees that had to  
make way for the expansion of a children’s 
hospital.

J B :  How do you transplant an old tree?

E E :  The German-language saying about the 
old tree that you shouldn’t transplant is an 
old one. Back then, they didn’t have the 
logistics that are available to us now. Today, 
I can move a tree. And it grows again in 

the new location. 
And so on. You just 
have to know how 
to cut the roots, so 
that they can 
quickly draw water 
back into the 
cambium after 
transplanting.  
I spent decades 
developing a 
technique for this  
that works.

J B :  Could a tree 
be transported 
internationally? Do 

you have clients who have had their dream 
trees transported from abroad?

E E :  No. No, no, no, no. We always work 
with the plants on location. Let’s take Beijing 
as an example: I worked with Tadao Ando 
there on the “Genesis” project. He built  
an art museum, there was also a Bulgari 
hotel on the site built to designs by Antonio 
Citterio, and a “Library of the Future”  
open to the general public. I found the trees 
that surrounded all of the park outside  
of Beijing with the help of a tree scout.  

E N Z O

E N E A

T h e  T r e e  M u s e u m  c o n t a i n s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  t r e e  g i a n t s
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SSwwiissss  llaannddssccaappee  aarrcchhiitteecctt  EE NN ZZ OO   EE NN EE AA  
hhaass  bbuuiilltt  uupp  aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoommppaannyy  wwiitthh  

220000  eemmppllooyyeeeess,,  aanndd  bbrraanncchh  ooffffiicceess  iinn  
MMiiaammii  aanndd  NNeeww  YYoorrkk..  HHiiss  cclliieennttss  iinncclluuddee  

pprriivvaattee  ppaarrttiieess  aass  wweellll  aass  ppuubblliicc  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss
  aanndd  ccoorrppoorraattiioonnss..  HHiiss  aaeesstthheettiicc  aanndd  ddeessiiggnn  
pprriinncciipplleess  ssttrriivvee  ttoo  ddiissssoollvvee  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  

bbeettwweeeenn  iinntteerriioorr  aanndd  eexxtteerriioorr  ssppaacceess  
bbyy  iinntteeggrraattiinngg  iinntteerriioorrss  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  

llaannddssccaappeess..  HHee  hhaass  ttaakkeenn  tthhiiss  pprriinncciippllee
  ttoo  iittss  eexxttrreemmee  iinn  aa  vveerryy  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ffaasshhiioonn  wwiitthh  
hhiiss  eexxppaannssiivvee  TTRREEEE  MMUUSSEEUUMM ,,  nnoott  ffaarr  ffrroomm
  LLaakkee  ZZuurriicchh..  TThhee  oouuttddoooorr  mmuusseeuumm  ccoonnttaaiinnss  

mmoorree  tthhaann  5500  TTRREEEE  GGIIAANNTTSS  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  
aallll  oovveerr  SSwwiittzzeerrllaanndd,,  ssoommee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aarree  mmoorree

  tthhaann  aa  cceennttuurryy  oolldd,,  aanndd  ssccuullppttuurreess  tthhaatt  aarree  
ccoommppeelllliinnggllyy  iinntteeggrraatteedd  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  

llaannddssccaappee,,  wwhheerree  bboottaannyy,,  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurree,,  aarrtt,,  aanndd  
ddeessiiggnn  ccoommee  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  ppeerrffeecctt  hhaarrmmoonnyy..

WWee  nnaattuurraallllyy  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  kknnooww  wwhhyy  ssoommeeoonnee  
ddooeess  ssoommeetthhiinngg  lliikkee  tthhiiss..  WWhhyy  wwoouulldd  aa  

llaannddssccaappee  aarrcchhiitteecctt  ttrraannssppoorrtt  oolldd  ttrreeeess  aaccrroossss  
aa  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  ttrraannssppllaanntt  tthheemm  iinn  aannootthheerr  ssppoott??  

AAnndd  hhooww  ddooeess  tthhaatt  jjiibbee  wwiitthh  tthhee  
GGeerrmmaann  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  aann  oolldd  ttrreeee  sshhoouullddnn’’tt  

bbee  ttrraannssppllaanntteedd??

AA  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  aabboouutt  ttrreeeess,,  ssoommeetthhiinngg  wwee  
lliitteerraallllyy  ccoouullddnn’’tt  lliivvee  wwiitthhoouutt,,  aanndd  aa  ttaallkk  

aabboouutt  tthhee  RROOOOTTSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRLLDD..
  

  J O A C H I M  B E S S I N G :  Trees are the talk of the 
town at the moment, although from the talk 
you might get the impression that they should 
primarily serve as disposal machines for carbon 
dioxide to help an environment under threat.  
What else do you see in trees?

E n z o  E n e a :  Trees have many different aspects.  
First and foremost, they provide us with 
oxygen. They help us to live in the first place. 

One of the exciting and fascinating things about 
trees is the mycorrhizal fungi – the symbiotic 
fungal network on the roots of the tree, the part
of it that remains underground. Trees communicate
with one another by way of this fungal network.
How exactly they do this hasn’t yet been 
discovered. And, on top of this, I don’t know 
whether you’ve ever been in Chongqing or any 
other Chinese city where there are no longer 
any trees, and what that will mean for humans.

J B :  I’ve been to both Beijing as well as 
Hong Kong back when you could hardly move 
around outside at all. People always wanted to 
stay in closed spaces because you couldn’t 
breathe freely outdoors. Your eyes watered. And, 
by the by, there were also no birds there.

E E :  Exactly. There isn’t any life at all 
without the trees. In summer, you notice what 
reflection off of buildings means. When you 
pass by those glass façades, it immediately gets 
unpleasantly warmer. A city without trees is 
incredibly inhumane! And, despite this, we’re 
still ruining everything. For decades, we’ve been 
allowing the oceans to be overfished with 
machines; our equilibrium with nature’s need for 
regeneration has gotten out of balance due to 
industrialisation: humans and nature have 
become estranged from one another. Technology 
must now work together with nature as a  
unit in order to restore the balance to some 
extent. That must now be our main goal.

J B :  Is your Tree Museum a teaching 
enterprise?

E E :  For the Tree Museum, I took a step 
back in natural history: I tried to plant a 
primeval forest that will thrive within an oval 
of 400 metres in circumference. That was  
the idea of Olympia. I’ve been there myself 

ZM_EnzoEnea_S46_S67.indd   48ZM_EnzoEnea_S46_S67.indd   48 02.09.21   16:5402.09.21   16:54



5 1

W e  n e e d  t h e  f o l i a g e  o f  t r e e s  t o  f i l t e r  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  s u n

there’s a mysterious state of mushrooms, 
working in secret underground. Is there perhaps 
some sort of organic relationship between 
humans and trees after all?

E E :  I believe the energy of a tree, the 
power that it holds is decisive. The tree 
remains in the same place and everything 
washes over it. As long as it lives, it endures 
everything. The respect for a tree matures, 
especially when they grow older and larger. 
There are yew trees that are 5,000 years old. 
There were complete 
yew forests. The yew 
is a great plant: 
when the deer eats 
from it, its meat gets 
better; when a horse 
eats its berries, it 
dies immediately. 
How interesting is 
that!

J B :  The 
characteristic green of 
the yew appeals to 
me. Green is 
supposed to be so 
balancing for your 
state of mind.

E E :  It is, I work a lot with yews.

J B :  Is the yew your favourite tree then? Or 
is there another in your museum that you hold 
especially near and dear, like a son?

E E :  I must honestly say that I have almost 
a love affair with all of my trees. I like them 
very much. Unfortunately, I cannot plant so 
many en masse. It simply takes 100 years for a 
tree to develop its radiance. From then on, it’s 

a machine that produces oxygen. You have to 
think of it like this: If you cut down a 
100-year-old linden tree, you need 2,000 linden 
saplings to replace the work of its foliage.

J B :  One linden cools with the power of 80 
refrigerators. But drivers hate linden trees 
because the sap from the linden blossoms sticks 
to the windscreen and paintwork of their cars.

E E :  Yes, but it’s exactly this hate that galls me!

J B :  For most 
people, nature is just 
something 
uncomfortable. The 
mosquitoes come out 
in the evening,  
birds wake you up in  
the morning, wasps 
get on your nerves  
in the beer garden …

E E :  Yes, the 
dysfunctional 
relationship to nature, 
including a variety  
of attitudes of 
entitlement, is very 

problematic. I think that we must simply teach 
people now. It is the task of our generation. 
But in a nice way, not with a wagging index 
finger, as intelligently as possible. When  
I started the Tree Museum, I visited churches 
and looked at what people were moved to 
faith by: Was it the ornamentation? Today,  
I think it’s a combination of an appealing 
form of beauty and the contents. I also 
wanted to make the Tree Museum appealing, 
not just educational. That’s why I transport 
my meaning through works of art that I  
have planted into the designed landscape. //

E N Z O

E N E A
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I described the type of trees I needed, and then 
he went out and found them for me – they 
had all already been marked for chopping 
down, of course. So, I had these 300-year-old 
pine trees dug up and transplanted them in 
Beijing. The transport took about four hours by 
lorry. It worked perfectly. The idea originally 
came to me because I was observing how the 
Chinese would take pictures of each other in 
front of the Imperial Palace with the old trees 
there. With the help of a translator, I asked 
them why they did that. The answer was: “You  
can’t buy time”. You can’t buy time – that’s  
a simple truth straight away. You should bring  
it to bear. When you cut down rainforests  
full of centuries-old trees and replace them with 
monocultures, it will become quite difficult.  
And, unfortunately, this madness isn’t stopping.

J B :  It won’t stop. I’ve also been wondering 
whether trees could soon become status symbols 
exactly because of this exclusive, non-fungible 
characteristic of the time stored in their growth.

E E :  Maybe. For me, it’s more about the 
microclimate. I try to design architecture and the 
surrounding exterior space outdoors as a unit.  
The large, floor-to-ceiling windows that can be 
installed now create spaces that are impossible to 
live in when they are south-facing. When the  
sun is shining, you imme-diately need blinds. If 
you don’t have a tree to provide shade and  
break up the sunlight, you cannot stand spending 
time in that space. Or you darken the floor-to-
ceiling windows and live inside with artificial 
light. The fact that there are now architects who 
plan such buildings without trees gives rise to  
an architecture that is no longer made for human 
beings. As landscape architects, we must assert 
ourselves and make it clear to clients that the 
design of the outdoor space is just as important 
as the building itself.

J B :  Your colleague, landscape architect 
Günther Vogt, says that the most beautiful 
landscapes these days are coming into existence 
in Chernobyl and in Poland’s primeval 
Białowieża Forest. Both are landscapes where 
humans aren’t allowed to interfere.

E E :  Of course! That is the case. Then nature 
takes over again, and it becomes balanced and 
beautiful. Everything we see around us is 
human-made nature. And if you travel through 
an area by train, and see all the pastures  
and the forests that foresters have developed 
into monocultures, where no bird nests  
any longer – all these stupid hiking trails 
everywhere …

J B :  On the other hand, when I look at your 
website and see what sort of landscape your 
clients have put in as gardens: always Arcadian. 
What they want, it seems, is a view of an 
almost untouched, undeveloped piece of the 
world. Infinity pool with an infinite view. The 
trend is heading towards the last man on Earth.

E E :  That’s how it is. We try as best we can 
to create space that works for families,  
for animals and insects, too. We try to select 
the right plants for the place. But, of course, 
this ideal space is made by human hands, right 
down to the last detail. It’s not like we give 
nature free rein – Günther Vogt is right about 
that. When you do that, then everything that 
can grow does grow. Then the ash trees come 
and destroy the concrete. Nature is very  
strong, not just when there’s disastrous floods.

J B :  The oldest and simultaneously heaviest 
living thing in the world is not a whale,  
but “Pando”, a colony of quaking aspen trees 
in the United States of America, which is  
regarded to be one single organism. And then 
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Larch tree  Larix lyallii  [Lar ix lyal li i]  
The English name larchlarch ultimately derives from the Latin larigna, named after the ancient settlement of 

Larignum. The tallest species, Larix occidentalis, can reach 50 to 60 m (165 to 195 ft). 
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Larch tree   Larix lyallii [Lar ix lyal li i]
The leaves (light green) are needle-like, 2 to 5 cm (¾ to 2 in) long, slender (under 1 cm or ½ in wide).  

Larches are among the few deciduous conifers that are usually evergreenevergreen.
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Japanese Maple  Acer palmatum ‘disectum’ [/ejs pælmejt m/]  
Commonly known as Japanese maple, palmate mapleJapanese maple, palmate maple, or smooth Japanese maplesmooth Japanese maple (Japanese: irohamomiji, イロハモミジ, or momiji, 

栴), is a species of woody plant native to Japan, Korea, China, eastern Mongolia, and southeast Russia.  
Acer palmatum has been cultivated in Japan for centuries and in temperate areas around the world since the 1800s. 
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Redwood [/ɛdwʊd/]  Sequioiadendron giganteum
Most modern phylogenies place Sequoia as sister to Sequoiadendron, and Metasequoia as the out-group.  

Sequoia sempervirens is hexaploid (2n = 6x = 66). To investigate the origins of this polyploidy, Yang and colleagues  
used two single-copy nuclear genes, LFY and NLY, to generate phylogenetic trees. 
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Yew [/ju/]  Taxus
One of the oldest species on Earth. All parts of the plant are poisonous. In the Celtic culture,  

the yew tree was believed to be a sacredsacred plant. The meat of deer tastes much better  if they had  
a share of taxes in their diet (see Foster and colleagues). Horses die.
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Crabapple [/kɹæbɑp l/]  Malus toringo 
This wild apple tree was planted in 1944. Native to China China , Korea,Korea, and Japan Japan . Fruits are edible but very small.  

Birds, bears and horses alike are attracted to red-coloured fruit. All of these animals helped to spread the exotic apple  
trees from Asia to Europe via a trail that later would be called the Silk Roadthe Silk Road..
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Plane Platanus [/plejt n s/] 
A genus consisting of a small number of tree species native to the Northern Hemisphere. Recent studies in 

Mexico  have increased the number of accepted species in this subgenus. 
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Japanese Maple  Acer palmatum ‘disectum’ [/ejs pælmejt m/] 
Preparations from the branches and leaves are used as a treatment in traditional Chinese medicine.  

When Swedish doctor-botanist Carl Peter Thunberg [11] traveled in Japan late in the eighteenth century,  
he produced drawings of a small tree.
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Pine tree  [/pajn t i/] Pinus parviflora
Pinus parviflora, also known as five-needle pine,[1] Ulleungdo white pine,[2] or Japanese white pine,[1] is a pine in the  

white pine group, Pinus subgenus Strobus, native to Korea and Japan. This is a popular tree for bonsai. 

ZM_EnzoEnea_S46_S67.indd   62ZM_EnzoEnea_S46_S67.indd   62 02.09.21   16:5502.09.21   16:55



Messengertree [/mɛsənd͡ʒɹ̩ . tɹi/]  Aesculus hippocastanum
Growing since 1902. Native to Mediterranean Europe. Peeled fruits are edibleedible when roasted or poached – 

a classic treat around Christmas time  all over Europe.  
Honey from this tree is of a dark colour and tastes a bit damp like hay.

ZM_EnzoEnea_S46_S67.indd   65ZM_EnzoEnea_S46_S67.indd   65 02.09.21   16:5602.09.21   16:56

Pine  [paɪn] Pinus
The smallest are Siberian dwarf pine and Potosi pinyon, the tallest is an 81.79 m tall ponderosa pine.  

One, dubbed “Methuselah”, is one of the world's oldest living organisms (4,600 years old). 
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Larch tree  Larix lyallii  [Lar ix lyal li i] 
Larch wood is valued for its tough, waterproof, and durable qualities. Top-quality, knot-free timber is in great 

demand for building yachts and other small boats, exterior cladding on buildings, and interior panellinginterior panelling. 
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Gingko [/d͡ʒɪŋkow/]  Gingko biloba  银杏
The holy gingko in front of the temple of Hiroshima  Hiroshima  was severely burnt in the nuclear fire  

only to grow again in the 11th year after the blast. It is still growing today.
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